Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

Steel seems to have been first made in Chal-
ybia, a district in what is now Armenia, although

it may have been known in other parts of the
East at an earlier date. Steel and iron tools
found in India and said to be three thousand

years old are in the British Museum. They
must have been made from steel formed by a
process similar to the crucible process, for their
quality is excellent, but of this there is no
record. The famous pillar at Delhi is believed
to have been erected six centuries before Christ,
and if this supposition, which depends chiefly
on an inscription in Sanscrit, is correct, the
art of working iron in large masses was known in
India at a very early date. The Delhi pillar
is of wrought iron, almost entirely pure- It
is 23 feet 8 inches in height and cylindrical in
form, except that its diameter at the base is
somewhat larger than at the top, the former
being 16,4 inches. An ornamental capital sur-
mounts the column* The pillar has been highly
polished and is covered with inscriptions, al-
though the metal is so hard that modern tools
mark it only with the greatest difficulty. It has
defied the elements for twenty-six centuries and
is an object of great interest to metallurgists.
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